
5 Faces of Jesus 
 
Don’t be limited by these 5 faces.  If you have another name that is not included here, it doesn’t mean it’s not valid.  
And there are blurry edges with all of these titles – let them be blurry!  This is simply a starting place for us to begin 
putting words to your experiences.  Using your own words.   
 

Jesus as guide 
For you, Jesus is a guide.  Leading you, pointing the way, giving you clear 
instruction.  Perhaps it’s Jesus commanding us to make disciples, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Or maybe it’s Jesus, washing his disciple’s feet, 
showing you what to do, how to do it.  Maybe it’s Jesus telling us to love each other, to serve each other. Who does 
this Jesus look like to you?  How has this Jesus shown up as a guide in your life?  Does he look like a parent some 
days?  Or a friend or neighbor? An influential boss or co-worker? Or how about a stranger? What words do you use 
to talk about Jesus?  What stories do you tell? 

 

 Jesus as healer 
For you, Jesus is a healer.  Maybe there’s been a miracle healing of 
you or a loved one.  Perhaps it is unexplainable, mysterious to you, 
yet something you can closely relate to.  Maybe you’ve experienced 

healing in a relationship; maybe Jesus has mended things you thought were forever broken.  Who does this Jesus 
look like to you?  How has this Jesus shown up as a healer in your life?  Does he look like a parent some days?  Or a 
friend or neighbor? A co-worker or child? Or how about a stranger? What words do you use to talk about Jesus?  
What stories do you tell? 

 

 Jesus as rescuer  

For you, Jesus is a rescuer.  You’ve hit rock bottom.  You’ve wiped out 
personally, professionally, spiritually. You’ve been lost or destroying 
your very own life. You’ve tried to save yourself – you’ve turned to 
everything else for that: your profession, your ego, the money you 

make, your reputation, you’ve turned to bad habit after bad habit to save you.  But it’s Jesus who has pulled you 
from the mud, from the depths, from your mess. Who does this Jesus look like to you?  How has this Jesus shown 
up as a rescuer in your life?  Does he look like a parent some days?  Or a friend or neighbor? An influential boss or 
co-worker? A child? Or how about a stranger? What words do you use to talk about Jesus?  What stories do you 
tell? 
 

 Jesus as promise keeper 
For you, Jesus is a promise keeper.  The ultimate model of how promises are 
made and how they are kept – steadfast and true.  You look to the cross, you 
know God will never leave you and you’ve lived this again and again. You 

are certain this promise is never broken, even when you your own self break it.  That’s the nature of this Jesus for 
you – promise keeper.  Who does this Jesus look like to you?  How has this Jesus shown up as a promise keeper in 



your life?  Does he look like a parent some days?  Or a friend or neighbor? An influential boss or co-worker? Or 
how about a stranger? A child? What words do you use to talk about Jesus?  What stories do you tell? 
 

 Jesus as companion 

For you, Jesus is a companion.  Perhaps even a constant 
companion.  Always there in the every day parts of your 
life – exciting or not.  You readily see Jesus in other 

people, situations, and know that he is there in the midst of it all, challenging and encouraging you. Who does this 
Jesus look like to you?  How has this Jesus shown up as a companion in your life?  Does he look like a parent some 
days?  Or a friend or neighbor? An influential boss or co-worker? Or how about a stranger? A child? What words 
do you use to talk about Jesus?  What stories do you tell? 

 
 
A few words about talking about faith and this sermon series: 
How do you talk about your faith?  Do you talk about your faith?  What images of Jesus do you rely on?  It’s easier 
for us to talk about church – what we like and what we don’t like – instead of talking about faith. Yet, it’s not 
church that saves us and gives us life, it’s Jesus Christ. 
  
I think we get scared of not sounding like ourselves when we’re asked about our faith life.  We’ve seen too many 
models of people we don’t want to sound like – the guy outside of the football stadium with big sign and the 
bullhorn – or your aunt Marge and her pamphlets and advice on clean livin.’  That’s the rub.  They’re so busy telling 
YOU what YOU aught to believe, that you don’t even want to know a thing about them. 
  
So, how about a new approach?  Let’s just say you go on, living your life like you do.  Living like you believe in 
Jesus. Living like you live in hope.  And let’s say someone notices.  And they ask you about it.  What then?! It’s 
terrifying, isn’t it? 
  
Instead of talking about church committees or about what that person should be doing, tell them why it matters to 
you.  Tell them why faith is a factor in your life at all. Chances are, it’s going to involve words that are your own – 
words that speak about relationships and meaningful experiences and important moments in your life with other 
people.  
It’s going to sound like you and that’s going to mean something pretty important to the other person listening. 
  
1. Chances are you’ve got some kind of relationship with this person.  That’s the most important thing. 
2.  AND, they asked you to tell them about your life, about Jesus.  You didn’t assume they wanted to hear. Now 
that’s something, don’t you think? 
  
So, practice.  Just like we practice in worship.  Practice telling other people why faith matters to you. Why Jesus is 
the center of your worship.  Use your own words.  
  
1. Start with your life. 
2. Name the important people, relationships, circumstances, stories, situations, moments that point to Jesus. 
  
That’s how you find the words. 
 


