
Opening Hymn: Great Is �y Faithfulness

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father;
there is no shadow of turning with thee;
thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not;
as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be.

Refrain:
 Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!
 Morning by morning new mercies I see;
 all I have needed thy hand hath provided;
 great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me.

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
join with all nature in manifold witness
to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.
 Refrain

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!
 Refrain

A reading from 1 Corinthians 12:4-11
Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, 
but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who 
activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for 
the common good. To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to 
another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by 
the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the working 
of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another 
various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. All these are 
activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the 
Spirit chooses.

Closing Song: Embracing God’s Mission

Refrain:
 We’re walking together embracing God’s mission
 We’re walking together with Christ at the lead
 We’re walking together equipped by God’s Spirit
 Knowing in Christ we have all that we need.
  FINAL ENDING: Knowing in Christ we have all that we need.
                                             Knowing in Christ we have all … that we need.
Into a new day
Into a changing world
Willing to risk it all for the sake of Jesus Christ
For the world God so loves.
 Refrain

In cities, farms and towns
Under one prairie sky
God has gifted us for such a time as this
For such a time as this.
 Refrain

We are God’s people here
We are equipped to serve
Marked by the cross of Christ to be His hands and feet
For everyone we meet. 
 Refrain
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CLOSING WORSHIP



Litany of  Service 
L: Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.

C: God places us in cities, farms and towns together under one prairie sky.

L: And God has appointed in the church �rst apostles, second prophets, third  
 teachers.

C: �e Risen Christ surprises us with opportunities to plant God’s Word in  
 the world.

L: �en deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of   
 leadership, various kinds of tongues.

C: Walking together in con�dence, we cultivate life-giving congregations,   
 nurture partner ministries, and cooperate in the life of the ELCA.

L: Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? Do  
 all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? But   
 strive for the greater gifts. And I will show you a still more excellent way.

C: By God’s grace, together we have what we need.

O�ering Hymn: Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound

Amazing grace! – how sweet the sound – that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found; was blind, but now I see.

’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved;
how precious did that grace appear the hour I �rst believed!

�rough many dangers, toils, and snares I have already come;
’tis grace has brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.

�e Lord has promised good to me; his word my hope secures;
he will my shield and portion be as long as life endures.

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun,
we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we’d �rst begun.

Installation of Newly Elected O�cers
Bishop Jon: �e following persons, having been elected to positions of leadership in 
the synod, are asked to stand in place: Synod Council members, Conference Deans, 
Board/Committee members, Churchwide Assembly voting members…

You have been elected to positions of leadership and trust in this synod. You are to see 
that the words and deeds of this synod re�ect him in whose name we serve. You are to 
work together with others to see that the worship and work of Christ are done in this 
synod, and that God’s will is done in our communities and the whole world.

You are to be diligent in your speci�c area of serving, that the one Lord who empow-
ers you is glori�ed. You are to be examples of faith active in love, to help maintain the 
life and harmony of this synod. On behalf of your sisters and brothers in Christ, I ask 
you: Are you ready to accept and faithfully carry out the duties of the o�ces to which 
you have been elected?

O�cers: Yes, by the help of God.

Assembly/congregation stand

People of God in Southwestern Minnesota Synod, I ask you: Will you support these, 
your elected synod leaders, and will you share in the mutual ministry that Christ has 
given to all who are baptized?

All: Yes, by the help of God.

I now declare you installed as elected leaders of this synod. God bless you with God’s 
Holy Spirit, that you may prove faithful servants of Christ. Amen.

Blessing
Bishop Jon: �e Lord bless you and keep you. �e Lord’s face shine on you with grace 
and mercy. �e Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace,

All: Amen.

Closing of the Assembly
Bishop Jon: Jesus said, “You will be my witnesses

All: to the ends of the earth.

Bishop Jon: I chose you and appointed you

All: to bear fruit which abides.

Bishop Jon: Lo, I will be with you always,

All: to the end of time.”

Bishop Jon: Let us pray: Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings with your most gracious 
favor and further us with your continual help, that in all our works, begun, contin-
ued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name and �nally, by your mercy, 
obtain everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All: Amen.

Bishop Jon: I now declare this assembly closed in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

All: Amen.


